Shri G. Ramachandran's work at
Gandhigram is a monument ofhis love of learning,
interest in rural development and intense
patriotism. | hope that he may live for many years
and make greater contribution to the progress of
our country.

Dr. S. RADHAKRISHNAN
(Former President of India)
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Preface :

G. RAMACHANDRAN
- a life in nonviolence:

How does one describe ‘Desikothama’ Dr. G.
Ramachandran? A student of Nobel laureate poet Tagore?
A close disciple of Gandhi? A freedom fighter for India’s
independence? An early Harijan Sevak Sangh leader who
fiercely fought for social justice? A cabinet minister in the
first cabinet in Travancore soon after India became free? It
is hard even for a devoted biographer to remember the
innumerable posts held by this legendary social reformer
in the post-independent India, - : '

His life was a veritable profile in courage, creative
leadership and innovation without compromising on the
essentials, There was a distinct “G.R stamp” of originality
on almost everything associated with him, ;

All human beings are endowed with the ability to

inspire others and initiate activities, which in a sense, lie at
the bottom of human survival and progress. The difference

is in the measure of ‘what is called being unique. Thou gh

we are made to believe that all are born equal, all are not
equal biologically, temperamentally, intellectually etc. The
Himalayas and the oceans reflect the human predicament.
All forms of life are believed to be the manifestation of the
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